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yield. Finally a vote was called for. The fatal decision lay
with Trotsky. Lenin had failed to convince the majority.
His success or failure depended on the number of abstentions.
Trotsky could not agree whole-heartedly with either Lenin
or Bukharin. In this crucial test he was found to be a
waverer, as which Lenin had branded him before the March
Revolution. His sympathies were with Bukharin, yet his
common sense inclined him towards Lenin. In order to give
Lenin the majority he abstained from voting and the
momentous decision was taken by seven to four, with four
abstentions.1 Immediately Bukharin and his three sup-
porters resigned from the party.2

So far Lenin had scraped through by a hair's-breadth,
but, though the decision of the Central Committee of the
party bound the Council of Commissars, it had yet to be
ratified by the Petrograd Soviet and the Central Executive
Committee of the Congress of Soviets. Both these bodies
were in session in the Tauride Palace and the members
of the Central Committee drove immediately there from
Smolny.

It was already past eleven o'clock at night when they
reached the Palace, aftd as they entered the hall, Krylenko,
the former Commissar for War, was reporting on the
military situation. " We have no army," he was saying,
" our demoralized soldiers fly panic-stricken before the

1  Eight months later, before a joint meeting of the higher organs of
the Soviet Government, Trotsky, on October 3, had the courage to
admit his errors in not supporting Lenin : " I deem it my duty to say
that at the hour when many of us, including myself, were doubtful as
to whether it was admissible for us to sign the Brest-Litovsk peace, only
Comrade Lenin maintained stubbornly, with amazing foresight and
against our opposition, that we had to go through with it to tide us
over until the revolution of the world proletariat. And now, we must
admit that we were wrong " (My Life, p. 337).

2  Bunyan and Fisher, pp. 519-520; Protokoly siezdov i konferentsii
vsesoiuznoi Kommunisticheskoi Partii, (6) Sedmoi Siezd, Mart 1918,
goda, pp. 204-209 ; Trotsky, My Life, p. 333.